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who thought the method so very difficult that it was not so.
In the first case in which he had resorted to it version was
exceedingly easy. He was pleased at the testimony afforded
by the case related by Dr. Broadbent. He did not recommend
this measure in every case, but advised that mode to be em-
ployed which was most readily applicable to each case. He
still, notwithstanding Dr. Barnes’s opinion, adhered to what
he had stated in the paper concerning its advantages. With
respect to Wigand, he must apologise to him for having only
mentioned his name with others. He had merely read the
English works upon his suggestions, in which no allusion
whatever was made to the inner hand. In no English book
was any mention of the plan made. As he had no knowledge
of Wigand’s paper, he could not say anything further. The
allusion of Cazeaux to him had been made since the publication
of his (Dr. Hicks’s) first paper. He had not found the pre-
mature age of the fcetus any considerable obstacle to delivery.
Many of the cases brought forward in the paper were pre-
mature, and no particular hindrance was observed. In answer
to Dr. Cleveland, he would state that the right hand could be
easily used instead of the left, if the patient were placed on
the right side.

THREE CASES OF RETROVERSION OF THE UTERUS.

BY ROBERT HARDEY, ESQ., , M. R. C. S. , HULL,
VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY.

The cases related presented features of interest from their
rarity, and from other peculiarities. The first was a case of
retroversion of the uterus, with prolapsus of the vagina, occur-
ring immediately after delivery at the eighth month of utero-
gestation. There was also retention of urine. By pressing
back the tumour and keeping the bladder empty a cure was
effected. In the second case there was retroversion of the

gravid uterus about the fourth month, associated with ovarian
tumour of the left side. The abnormal position of the uterus
was rectified by manipulations, and the patient went to the 
full term. Unfortunately the patient died fourteen days after ’,
labour from strangulation of the intestine, which had become 
glued by inflammation round the pedicle of the tumour. The ’,
third case related was one of retroversion of the uterus with
excessive haemorrhage. The uterus was reduced to its normal
position and the ovum extracted, the patient recovering per-
fectly. The woman thought herself near the end of gestation.
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DR. CLEVELAND made some remarks as to the period at
which premature labour ought to be induced in cases of albu-
minuria.

Dr. DRYSDALE mentioned a case where the diagnosis between
ascites and ovarian disease seemed to him doubtful.

ON SOME OF THE DISEASES CONSTITUTING THE CONDITION
COMMONLY CALLED AMAUROSIS.

BY ERNEST HART, ESQ.,
OPHTHALMIC SURGEON TO ST. MA.RY’S HOSPITAL, AND LECTURER ON

OPHTHALMIC SURGERY IN THE SCHOOL.

The author said that amaurosis was not one, but many diseases,
and that by the ophthalmoscope it was possible to distinguish
in their early stages those deep-seated alterations in the cho-
roid, retina, humours, and interior vessels of the eye, which
without it could only be guessed at, and whose pathological
change constituted a variety of diseases leading to blindness
without change in the external appearance of the eye. Upon
their diagnosis and treatment in their early stages rested the
possibility of saving the patient’s sight. If they were so reco-
gnised, sight could now, in the majority of cases, be saved; if
they were not, it was lost. The subject was so wide that he
proposed only to describe one or two of the most common con-
ditions of deep-seated disease, such as were constantly met with
in general practice, selecting those which were liable to be over-
looked. Mr. Hart first briefly demonstrated the appearance
of the fundus of the healthy eye as the starting- point of all
comparison. In the normal eye the humours were perfectly
clear; but he showed the opaque appearances which were pre-
sented under the ophthalmoscope by even the faintest traces of
commencing cataract in the lens, and said that by this method
of investigation the chapters in ophthalmology which treated
of the distinction between cataract and amaurosis were can-

celled. No difficulty could arise if it were used; while in some
cases it was impossible to decide without it. This at once re-
moved one blot from practice, and added an element of cer-
tainty which was very acceptable. He described the changes
in the vitreous humour leading to dimness of vision-black
spots, and shreds or veils before the sight, and showed that the
nature of these also could be detected with certainty. When
organic, they were commonly of syphilitic connexion, and ad-
mitted of satisfactory treatment. Other conditions leading to
similar symptoms would be greatly aggravated by anti-syphilitic
treatment. Here, too, the distinction could be precisely esta-
blished. He then passed on to a serious class of diseases, in
which the early symptom was increasing short sight, with some
uneasiness, and, perhaps, slight lachrymation. These were the
first objective signs of congestive inflammation of the choroid,
involving the sclerotic, and leading to atrophy of that mem-
brane around the entrance of the optic nerve. This atrophy
leads to pouching of the membranes here (posterior staphy-
loma), and the increasing short-sightedness was consequent
upon the retreating staphyloma. The use of glasses aggravated
the disease. It existed in forty per cent. of the cases of defec-
tive vision. Mr. Hart traced its consequences through their
series of pathological changes in the retina, vitreous, optic
nerve, and lens, and said that this advancing short sight was a
common and neglected sign of disease, producing a large pro-
portion of the cases of irremediable amaurosis of advanced life.
Whenever short-sightedness was found to be rapidly advancing,
especially in youth, a careful opthalmoscopic examination ought
to be made; if this were done, infinite suffering might be saved
to many, and good done to all. Concave glasses were abso-
lutely safe when the cause of short sight was in the lens and
dioptric apparatus of the eye, but a source of danger and liable
to abuse in that large per-centage of cases which he had de.
scribed. The ophthalmoscope drew a sharp line between the
two, and afforded the means of giving appropriate and definite
advice in each case. Mr. Hart then described a form of amau.
rosis commencing with deep-seated choroiditis, of which the
first step was dimness of sight at night, and gradually increas-
ing limitation of the field of vision, which crept on slowly and
imperceptibly through a course of years, until at the end it led
to total blindness. The retina was slowly involved, and in the
end became spotted with patches of pigment, which gave it
the appearance of a leopard skin. The condition began by
dimness of sight in youth, and ended in the slow and painless
extinction of sight between the ages of thirty and forty. Mr.
Hart illustrated this, with a demonstrating ophthalmoscope, in
the person of a patient who had recently come under his care,
and in whom the disease had for eighteen years been progress-
ing unsuspected and untreated, nearly the whole visual field
of the retina being now so affected. The prognosis of such a
case was desperate. He then entered into details of treatment.

Dr. SANDERSON expressed the thanks of the Society for the
instructive and practical information conveyed in the paper,
and said it was to be wished that equal light could be thrown
on many obscure diseases with which the physician had to deal
The members then adjourned to a smaller room, where, by the

aid of a simple form of demonstrating ophthalmoscope used by
Mr. Hart in hospital teaching, they were able to inspect and
appreciate examples of the early and late stages of the forms of
amaurosis described.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Shirley Hall Asylum, or the Memoirs of a Monomaniac.

London: Freeman.

THAT class of metaphysicians who style themselves phreno-
logists, although they have totally failed in founding an anato-
mical basis for their system, have introduced, perhaps without
being aware of it, an entirely new method of investigation into
the facts and principles of psychology. Instead of simplifying
by a kind of deductive analysis the phenomena of the human
mind, and reducing them to a few elements, like Hume, who
accounted for all the wonderful workings of human intelligence
by the single principle of association, or like Paley, who de-
graded all morality into a calculation of personal advantage,

Gall and Spurzheim, Combe and their followers, adopted a
genuine inductive plan of inquiry. The individual man was
first examined, and his idiosyncrasy, or peculiar, singular, and
eccentric properties were ascertained and appreciated by.com-


